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about martin van gelderen 

Martin van Gelderen is Director of Lichtenberg-Kolleg and Professor of European Intellectual  
History at Georg-August-Universität Göttingen since October 2012.  Before taking up this position, 
he held the Chair of European History at European University Institute (EUI) in Florence (2003-
2012). From 1998 to 2003, Van Gelderen was Co-Director of the Graduate Research Centre in the 
Humanities (GRCH) at the University of Sussex where he was also Chair of Intellectual History 
(since 1995). After receiving his PhD from European University Institute (EUI) in Florence in 1988, he 
became Wissenschaftlicher Assistent at Institut für Geschichtswissenschaft, Technische Universität, 
Berlin. He took his first degree at Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam where he studied Political Science 
and History.

Martin van Gelderen’s fields of research are intellectual history and history of political thought, 
in particular natural law theories and republican traditions in European history of religion. Selected 
publications include The Political Thought of the Dutch Revolt 1555-1590  (Cambridge University Press, 
1992); Republicanism: Volume 1, Republicanism and Constitutionalism in Early Modern Europe: A 
Shared European Heritage (Cambridge University Press, 2002); Republicanism: Volume 2, The Values 
of Republicanism in Early Modern Europe: A Shared European Heritage (Cambridge University Press, 
2002); Kollektive Freiheitsvorstellungen im frühneuzeitlichen Europa (1400 bis 1800) (ed. with Georg 
Schmidt,  Peter Lang Verlag, Bern etc., 2005). 


